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Jewels of the Pacific

Andrews Celebrates Southeast Asian
Cultures
p. 3

PHOTO BY JAY MARTINEZ

SUMMIT YOUR HEART
“Fighting for justice keeps
the heart from growing cold
and that it strengthens one’s
relationship with Chris.”
P. 3

GET OFF
THE STREETS
“This bystander projected his
perspective and understanding
on an entire movement of people and suggested a seemingly
harmless solution to his problem, but one that would nullify
the movement’s voice.”

P.5

I’M HERE AT THE
ARCHIPELAGO

“‘I feel so much more connected to and have so much
more of an appreciation for
Indonesian and Filipino culture after this weekend.’”
P. 6

LIVING IN THE IVORY
TOWER

“If I am completely honest, there are
times when I feel invisible in the
seminary.”
P. 8

OVERPLAYED ONE

“The tired plot of a white
male protagonist doing almost
nothing of importance.”
P. 10

THIS ONE TIME AT
BAND CAMP...

“Basically, don’t play Never Have
I Ever if you want to maintain your
dignity and image.”
P. 12
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News

A Community of Faith

Lisa Hayden

News Editor

PHOTOS BY JONOTHAN LOGAN

Alicia Dent | This year marks
the 50th anniversary of our
beloved Gymnics. To celebrate
this legacy, several Gymnics
Alumni were invited in town
to attend the home show. In
addition to attending the show,
there was a special vespers
program, Sabbath School and
church service planned for the
current and past members of
the gymnics team.
This year’s home show
was held on both Saturday
night and Sunday afternoon. It
featured several old favorites
including silks, fire, floor and
wall routines. While these
concepts remain the same each
year, there is always a new spin
in how each one is executed.
In addition, this year’s show
also included performances by
some younger gymnasts from
Ruth Murdock Elementary
School. This year’s theme was
“Stand.”
Eric Paddock, Assistant
Athletic Director and head
gymnastics coach, said the
theme was chosen because “…
it’s hard to decide what you
believe, and once you do, there
are so many varying opinions
on that belief…God knows his
purposes for us and he stood for
us. So we should stand for him

as well.”
Anyone who’s ever attended
the home show knows that in
addition to the entertaining
stunts performed by the team
members, there is always a
portion of the show dedicated
to portraying classic Bible
stories.
For this year’s show, drama
met action and depicted several
stories such as the story of
Adam and Eve, Esther, the
three Hebrew boys, David
and Goliath and Jesus’ death
and resurrection. One of the
achievements that Gymnics
prides itself on is the fact that
anyone can be a part of their
community. This is something
the
Andrews
University
community
loves
about
Gymnics as well.
Sara McLean (junior,
math education) has attended
the show for three years in
a row and expressed similar
sentiments: “I love how
there are always more people
involved in the individualized
acts each year. The silks,
the fire routines, the paired
routines all try to incorporate
a greater number of the team
members.”
Although some may come
to Andrews with no prior

gymnastics
experience,
the coaches assure us that
experience level is not a
problem. They are always
ready and willing to teach
newcomers a variety of skills.
Such was the case for Quionie
Gaban (freshman, film), a
student who attended the local
high school in Berrien Springs
and had never been involved
with an organized gymnastics
team prior to attending
Andrews. At the beginning of
her freshman year, however,
she was encouraged by Lamson
Dean Renee Paddock to join
the team.
She remarked, “I’ve always
done tumbling with my friends,
but my first introduction to
gymnastics was here at AU.”
If you attended the show
and would love to be join,
there’s room for anyone on
the gymnics team (even if you
didn’t make it to the home
show). The general consensus
of captains, coaches and
team members is that before
anything else, Gymnics is a
family—and all are welcome.

Day of Prayer: Breaking Down Strongholds

PHOTOS BY APRYL BRILEY

Shannon Kelly | Last weekend,
Pioneer Memorial Church and
Andrews University hosted
a 24-hour Day of Prayer.
From Friday, April 6, at 7
p.m., to Sabbath, April 7, at
7 p.m., students, faculty and
community members were
invited to gather in PMC’s
Youth Chapel for intercessory

group prayer against various
“strongholds” people around
the world face today, claiming
the words of 2nd Corinthians
10:4: “The weapons we fight
with are not the weapons of
the world—on the contrary,
they have power to demolish
strongholds.”
According to the event’s

website,
three
major
strongholds were listed for
collective prayer: the struggle
to deliver the Gospel in Japan,
atheism and paganism in the
secular West, and the racism
found particularly in the United
States of America.
Specifically, God’s blessing
was asked upon the upcoming
163 evangelistic events in
Japan (according to PMC’s
event page, pmchurch.org/
dayofprayer), as well as a
petition for his light and truth
to penetrate the strongholds of
atheism and paganism in the
secular west. God was also
asked to demolish the racism
rampant in society, on campus,
and in the Adventist church
itself. As stated by PMC’s
event website, to “answer the
prayer of our Lord—”That they
may be one as We are one, O
Father, I in them and You in
Me, so that they may be brought
to complete unity”(John 17:2223)—so that as we humbly
but radically love one another
“everyone will know that we
are your disciples” (John 13:34-

35).
Fasting was also encouraged
in addition to earnest prayer,
whether the fast was from food,
social media, entertainment
or any other distraction. The
purpose was to allow God’s full
power to be released through
the prayers lifted up.
As a diverse campus
representing a myriad of
countries around the world,
what happens outside of this
community in America affects
those in it.
Naissa Naissa, a member
of the Andrews University
community,
said,
“I
participated in the day of prayer
because I needed that quality
prayer time with God and other
believers. It’s a way to refocus
my mind on what really is
important. Even though I’m
in school and finals are near,
it’s a way to acknowledge that
there is a bigger picture and a
bigger purpose to living on this
planet. I think it’s something
that should be done more. It
gives an opportunity to refocus
and let people know that they

are not alone in this journey.”
On campus preceding and
during the event, “prayer
posts” were placed in various
locations.
These posts
resembled street signs labeling
different world regions. The
announcement to “pray against
strongholds”
accompanied
these posts.
Places where
individuals
could
leave
personal prayer requests were
also available in select places
around campus, as every
person carries their own private
requests in addition to a burden
for the world as a whole.

THUR 4.11.18

VOLUME 102

ISSUE 19

News

Are We Living The Dream?
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Christina Mercado | Every
year
Andrews
University
(AU) holds a summit to raise
awareness and educated the AU
community on social issues in
and around the world. Are We
Living the Dream: The Legacy
of Dr. King is the title of this
year’s Social Consciousness
Summit from Wednesday April
4 to Saturday April 7.
The full schedule of events
kicked off with a prayer vigil
in Newbold Auditorium, in
commemoration of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.’s assassination
50 years ago. The theme for
the evening focused on the
question “50 years later…are
we living the dream?”
Pastor Dwight Nelson

(senior
pastor,
Pioneer
Memorial Church) opened the
program with prayer. President
Andrea Luxton, Congressman
Fred Upton (U.S. House of
Representatives, MI-06) and
Elder Carmelo Mercado (Lake
Union Conference General
VP) spoke a reflection. Troy
Patterson Thomas reenacted
several of Dr. King’s most
distinguished
speeches,
including “Letter from a
Birmingham Jail, I Have a
Dream and I’ve Been to the
Mountaintop.” Among the
additional community guests
that gave reflections on King’s
legacy and life were Nicholas
Miller (Director of Religious
Liberty and Public Affairs,

Lake Union Conference),
Michael Nixon (VP for
Diversity & Inclusion) and
Pastor Taurus Montgomery
(senior pastor, Harbor of Hope
SDA church). Pastor Tacyana
Nixon sang “Take My Hand,
Precious Lord” with pianist,
Pastor Christopher Whitaker.
Jeff Boyd (Executive Director
of Adventist Peace Fellowship
and
Research
Support
Specialist) ended the evening
with a prayer.
On Thursday, April 5,
Jason O’Rourke (chaplain of
Florida Hospital) held a Lunch
& Learn session in the Campus
Center. In the evening, the
film The Rape of Recy Taylor
was shown and discussed in
Newbold Auditorium from
6:30 – 9:00 p.m. Recy Taylor
was a 24-year-old black mother
and sharecropper who was
gang raped by six white boys in
Alabama in 1944. In the South,
few women spoke up in fear for
their lives, but Taylor boldly
identified her rapists. Rosa
Parks, chief rape investigator
for the NAACP, rallied support
and justice for Recy. The film
exposed the years of physical
abuse of black women and how
dangerous it was for them to
speak up. Activists believe that
they paved way for the current
movement of women speaking
out about sexual assault.
Tears and lots of emotions
were felt in the room during
the discussion portion of the
evening. As to the topic of

discussion moved to why only
13 people were present in
the auditorium, an audience
member said, “As a father and
husband, and knowing that
there has been rape and abuse
in my family, and knowing
what I know about American
culture, it doesn’t surprise me
the least bit that the auditorium
is empty. I would be surprised
if the auditorium was packed.”
Activist Claudia Allen
said, “There are a lot of fake
trending activists. I’ve been
woke for a long time. The trend
is dying down. It was hype and
hot for Adventists to care about
social justice but now we’re the
ones that are left.”
Another audience
commented on the support of
black women in the movement
and said, “Sometimes we as
black men are not vocal and are
complacent. It’s very important
for us to support each other’s
pain even if it’s not our
experience.”
Tatum Fowler (Master of
Divinity, second year) said,
“There was no validation from
a white person for [Recy] and
her family. [Recy’s] father sat
in a tree at night with a shotgun
to protect his family. Blacks
educate their own. It starts
with me and my people and the
black people of America.”
On Friday, April 6, another
Lunch & Learn session was
held by Claudia Allen in the
campus center, and Impact
Vespers featured a special

program on the summit’s topic.
Impact began with a video
about Dr. King’s death and
several praise songs. Pastor
Taurus Montgomery brought
the word of God about what
being
socially
conscious
really means and why it’s
absolutely
necessary
for
Adventist students to be active
in the fight for social justice.
Montgomery
highlighted
three points by saying that we
should be alarmed by social
injustice, fighting for justice
keeps the heart from growing
cold and that it strengthens
one’s relationship with Christ.
“Justice is not something that
you say, it’s something that
you do…It completes your
education by truly seeking
knowledge, affirming faith and
changing the world.”
The summit ended by
a participating in PMC’s
day of prayer, “Against the
Strongholds,” in the youth
chapel on Saturday evening.
Devoted time was given to
pray for the strongholds and
obstacles that continue to stand
in the way of King’s vision of
social justice.

certificates,
master’s
and
doctorate
degrees.
These
programs span over all of the
nine schools so undergraduate
students have the opportunity
of furthering their education
within
their
current
departments.
Renato Mejia, the assistant
director of graduate enrollment,
marketing and recruiting,
emphasizes that the main
differences in the application
process for an undergraduate
degree and a graduate program
is the differentiation between
programs.
Each
program
requires a different application
process
with
different
documents or tests. Some
programs offer the option of
having only physical classes
or of being completely online,
like the Master’s of Business
Administration program.
An undergraduate at
Andrews University has a

couple benefits from applying
to a graduate program at AU
in comparison to applying to
other universities.
Mejia said, “If we already
know
the
student,
the
department will already have
a relationship with them if they
are pursuing a program within
their undergraduate field of
study. A very important point
to note for transcripts is that
you won’t have to send yours
in. We can take care of those
right away because everything
is already in the system.”
Mejia finishes with the note
that, “We will make sure the
unique experience they had at
the undergraduate level will be
enriched and continued in their
graduate experience as well.”

Lesser-Known Graduate Programs
Gabrielle Johnson | As an
undergraduate student, the
future often feels assured
and confusing at once. When
deciding what the next step
will be after graduation, many
students begin looking into
various careers, gap year
programs, and some look into
furthering their education.
Among those who are seeking
to continue their education,
Andrews University has a
variety of graduate programs
to offer.
Some may be familiar with a
few of the more popular ones:
Masters of Divinity, Masters
of Music, Master of SpeechLanguage Pathology and a
Master of Arts in English.
These are only a few of the
graduate programs available,
yet Andrews offers several
others that many may not have
heard of or knew existed within
this campus.

The Doctor of Nursing
Practice
(DNP)
program
furthers the education of those
with a bachelor’s degree in
nursing and requires about
56 credits depending on the
track you choose. The degree
is entirely online and provides
the flexibility of taking classes
without being on campus.
Another unfamiliar program
is the Doctor in Missiology.
A master’s degree may be
required as a prerequisite so
this degree is often taken in
conjunction with or preceded
by the completion of the Master
of Divinity program. According
to the Andrews University
website, the program “equips
practitioners, leaders, and
trainers who minister in crosscultural
mission
contexts
through focused study and
research in biblical, theological
and social-science fields of
study.”

Another program to look
into is the Master’s of Public
Health: Nutrition and Wellness,
which is another interactive
online program like the DNP.
This program prepares health
professionals for service in
the church and community
and offers a unique emphasis
on vegetarian wellness. This
program is 42 credits and is
typically completed in three
years.
Donald Hall (Master of
Divinity, third year) said,
“Pursuing
the
graduate
program of Public Health has
been one of the best decisions of
my university career; it opened
doors for new opportunities in
my MDiv program as well as
providing me with a bunch of
new perspectives. I also believe
that the health message is the
right hand of ministry.”
There are over 70 graduate
programs
completed
as
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Why The Student Movement Matters

Frentzen
Pakpahan

Ideas Editor

Andrew
Kertawidjaja
|
If you are picking up
this newspaper and reading
this very line, I want to say
thank you. As a writer for
the Andrews University
Student Movement, I often
wonder what audience my
paper reaches, if there is
a substantial amount of
students reading it, and
what, if anything, draws
them to read one article over
another. Is it the caption or
an accompanying picture
that captures a reader’s’
attention? Is it the hunger for
information on controversial
issues? These thoughts have
brought me to the essential
question every writer must
face: does my writing
matter? If I disappeared,
and my work alongside with
me, would it ripple across
Andrews’ social, political

and intellectual climate?
Would
the
intellectual
atmosphere
substantially
decline if the Student
Movement did not exist,
or would the university
continue its day to day
course unaffected by us, the
writers?
I believe that social
media alone fails as a
guide to understanding the
controversial issues that go
on in our small university
community. Captions and
images posted on social
media platforms cannot
capture the whole picture.
There will always be two
sides to the story. Objectivity
is an ideal to strive for, but
even with the assistance of a
third party to help ascertain
the truth of a matter,
bias, implicit or explicit,
persists.
Interpretation

is a juxtaposition of
current events to personal
convictions shaped by our
individual pasts, and so is
also an understanding of
how lessons can be applied
to the present.
I will pose an equation
on this effort for objectivity.
When one increases the
quantity of opinions from
various different majors,
professors and students, the
quality of opinion increases
in value and intrinsic
conviction.
Through
exposing oneself to the
spectrum of ideas the world
has to offer, you are bound
to be pushed towards the
most objective idea possible.
This is the purpose the
Student Movement fulfills:
it is a bridge toward an
ideal, intellectually thriving
campus. This is because the

Student Movement serves as
a source of information that
draws from different paths
of life and places on the
political spectrum. There is
no qualification to be either
a liberal or conservative
writer. Writers, interviewers
and interviewees come
from various walks of life
and are not chosen to write
based on likeability but on
merit, chance and mutual
connections. There is no
political filter for writers
and thus there is, for the
most part, no political filter
for the content of the Student
Movement.
So, then, I would say
that the Student Movement
does matter. Though some
will object that we are
obsolete, that this medium
does not work anymore,
and that there are full racks

of unread papers all over
campus testifying so, I
would disagree. Though
this argument may hold
true to some extent, I am a
firm believer that the few (or
many) readers of the Student
Movement, who absorb the
ideas and learn from our
writers are benefiting their
intellectual life. If that’s
one extra person drawn
nearer to truth, objectivity
and rationality, it is worth
my time to work on these
articles for you. I believe
that each individual can go
on to change the world, and
if the Student Movement can
be a part of that individual’s
intellectual formation, then
we are also a stepping stone
towards that better future.

aiming to accomplish. This
idea that other countries
are actively sending their
citizens to America to
unleash crime and violence
communicates
hostility
and xenophobia. However,
rather than just sounding
hostile, the sentiment stems
from ideas that America is
a more exceptional country
than others.
I notice that Americans
seem to believe that many
people from other countries
wish to move to America for
a better life. On the contrary,
most people do not wish to
leave their home country
to move somewhere where
it is difficult for them to go
to school or get a job, and
where they cannot speak
the language. This idea of
American exceptionalism, I
would argue, is exemplified
by the President’s alarm
at the idea of many people
coming
into
America
(ABCNews). Many attempt
to get into the United States
to start a new life—but
Americans often forget
that people do not wish to
be far from their home. For

many of those immigrants,
America is a difficult place
to move to.
I believe this is one of
the main reasons Central
American refugees attempt
to stay in Mexico instead,
where the language is closer
to their own. The act of
accusing other countries of
sending their criminals to
America is an unfortunately
narrow-minded statement.
These comments convey not
only an underlying hostility,
but they also show that the
people who speak it think
their country is the ultimate
goal for others. This is
something that I believe
reflects an inherent selfish
nature in the country’s
attitude toward others and
is no doubt easily noticed by
those who visit the United
States.

.

The American Attraction

PHOTO BY PUBLIC DOMAIN

Kara Herrera | On
Wednesday, April 3, a
caravan of migrants, mostly
composed
of
Central
Americans,
continued
their trek through Mexico.
This trek is part of an
annual caravan organized
by immigrant advocacy
group, Pueblo Sin Fronteras
(ABCNews). The group’s
main goal is to try and bring
increased awareness to
immigrant rights. Once the
caravan reaches Mexico City

and disperses, some plan to
attempt to cross over into
America, while others will
remain in Mexico (CNN).
Unsurprisingly, President
Trump has taken to Twitter
in response to the caravan,
with some of these tweets
taking a mean-spirited
turn. He has said that other
countries the US has been
generous to in the past
actively send their citizens
to America through “our
weak immigrant policies”

(ABCNews).
What the President
seems to not realize is that
the migrant caravan is not
aiming to head to America.
Quite the contrary, the
caravan’s
plan
is
to
disassemble once they reach
Mexico City. Crossing over
into America is something
that
each
individual
dispersed group will have to
decide for itself (ABCNews).
It is not something that
Pueblo Sin Fronteras is

THUR 4.11.18

VOLUME 102

ISSUE 19

Ideas

Resetting the Moral Compass
Teddy Kim | Since the
widespread
distribution
of cable TV, an essential
component of many young
children’s pastime has
been to watch their favorite
shows. Initially, it seemed
that televised media was a
family friendly event, with
household units making up
the majority of the viewers
and content consisting
mainly of news, game shows,
and Johnny Carson. Then
the medium expanded to
accommodate the different
tastes of its increasingly
diverse
audience,
with
some
companies
beginning to target specific
demographics, such as
children or young adults,
with cartoons and the
early operas and dramas.
Nowadays, the medium
has come to individualized
mobile platforms, with
smartphones capable of
streaming
on-demand
content like Netflix on the
go, requiring no actual
television set. In the end,
children have been and
will always be glued to TV
screens (or phone screens)
for their leisurely activity.
I would like to revisit
those days of watching TV,
when I would look forward

to coming home and turning
on that huge, hunky piece of
metal. Some of my favorite
cartoons included those on
Boomerang, where I would
sit, engrossed, for hours
(Tom and Jerry anyone?).
There was something about
old shows that I really
enjoyed. They were my
escape, feeding the reward
system in my brain that I did
not know existed yet. When
I became older, I switched
to sports and the occasional
HBO or AMC drama (watch
Boardwalk Empire, you
won’t regret it), and stepped
away from those crudely
drawn cartoons. Though I
left them behind, I had only
good memories, as they
made me laugh, relax and
enjoy myself. I associated
them with a certain bliss.
Something that made me
feel so calm and happy at
an innocent age must itself
be somewhat innocent in
nature, right?
Then came the day I was in
high school and discovered a
link that was titled “27 Adult
Jokes In Cartoons That You
Totally Missed As A Kid”
from Buzzfeed (a site I
have since learned is quite
pointless). Many of you have
probably seen a few of these

compilations. I scrolled
through all the innuendos
and references, surprisingly
able to remember some of
the episodes mentioned.
No, I was not shocked, nor
did my bubble burst. But
I was a bit disappointed.
Because I now realized
that what was once my own
expression of my childhood
was also permeated with
adult activity and influence.
Sure, I knew that adults
were the ones behind the
animation and stories of
my beloved cartoons. But
little did I realize how
much of their own mature
influence they brought to
their creations. I thought
that these shows were made
with the intent of revisiting
childhood bliss, passing to
future generations the TV
experience. Yet that notion
seemed false, and now I
had something to chew
on. If the entertainment
of children was filled with
humor and references that
were not so innocent, what
were the shows really trying
to do to me? And how
much lewd material was
in my childhood that I had
missed before? I began a
mini-questioning session of
what I knew. Prior to this,

I had associated happiness
and delight with moral
correctness. Now, realizing
I was subject to adults
toying with my naivety, I
was unsure of the difference
between my once simple
pleasure and and mindless
hedonism. If this whole time
I was blind to the reality that
was behind the screen, how
much control was I granting
these TV creators? That’s
not even to mention the
explicit content of some of
the shows, like the extremely
cringeful violence of the
aforementioned Tom and
Jerry.
Of course, I did not
spend much time on this
overcomplicated reflection.
By then, I had enough
awareness to understand
that humor is humor, and
sometimes everyone gets a
little bored. And I knew that
just because they inserted a
tidbit here and there cartoon
animators are not the bane
of childhood innocence.
I found many of the jokes
themselves funny and did
not become disillusioned
with the fact that a sex joke
or two went over my young
self’s head. But I did wonder
about what kind of morality
exists in the world. Is it the

idealized and pure notion
of no misbehavior that I
learned from watching the
shows? Does such a concept
exist, or does TV creativity
(and the world) operate
in many shades of grey
rather than black or white,
amalgamations of what I
thought was once a binary
relationship?
I now rewatch shows to
see what I had missed and
try to spot the human behind
the animation. It is fun, in a
different sense of the word,
being able to understand the
humor. So, I suppose that
what I make out of all this
is that in the end, it wasn’t
a big deal. Sure, a veil was
lifted over my eyes, and
what I once perceived as
truth was not so. Similar
events have occurred in my
life just as or even more
dramatic in nature, and so
I don’t sweat it. The truth
remains a Shaggy to my
Mystery Gang, a slight
annoyance to bring around,
but impossible to imagine
without.

scrutiny. This man created
a platform for himself;
cameras focused on his face
and protesters listened and
responded to what he had to
say. The protesters’ march
is a platform, in many ways
the only platform where they
can actually gain attention;
they are raising awareness
of an issue to bring about
change. The privilege of a
platform is an important
vehicle to the success of their
protest. Though the alumnus
claims to support their
agenda, his disagreement
with the use of their
platform is an obstruction
to the progression of their
protest because a street
blockade was their choice of
appropriate protest.
For clarity, an important
part of understanding a
social issue is proximity;
there are details and
nuances to problems that
you miss unless you are
close enough to observe
the details, details that get
lost through the media and

word of mouth. Think about
a problem at the high school
you attended. If a person
from another highschool
attempted to solve this
problem, how relevant
would the advice be? It is
the same with most social
movements. When those
outside of the movement
make suggestions they
are often irrelevant or ill
informed. This bystander
projected his perspective
and understanding on an
entire movement of people
and suggested a seemingly
harmless solution to his
problem, but one that would
nullify the movement’s
voice: they should protest on
the sidewalk.
The alumnus also
exhibits the rhetoric of the
‘white moderate’, a term
popularized by Reverend
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
during the 1960s. In the wake
of the 50th anniversary of the
assassination of Dr. King, I
would like to leave you a
quote from his Birmingham

jail letter expanding on the
‘white moderate’ rhetoric:
“ I have almost reached the
regrettable conclusion that
the Negro’s great stumbling
block in his stride toward
freedom is not the White
Citizens’ Counciler or the
Ku Klux Klanner, but the
white moderate, who is
more devoted to ‘order’
than to justice; who prefers
a negative peace which is
the absence of tension to a
positive peace which is the
presence of justice; who
constantly says: ‘I agree
with you in the goal you
seek, but I cannot agree
with your methods of direct
action’; who lives by a
mythical concept of time
and who constantly advises
the Negro to wait for a ‘more
convenient season’.”

Every Voice A Platform
Lisa Hayden | MerriamWebster’s definition of the
word “platform” states: “an
opportunity to voice one’s
views or initiate action.”
Opportunity is definitive
and provides space for
individuals to lack a
platform; platforms are not
privileges all individuals
are born with. Opportunity
coupled with the sufficient
number of people, votes,
signatures
and
other
platforms,
gives
most
members of a community
the ability to effect change—
but not all.
On March 18 of this
year, Stephon Clark, an
unarmed 22-year-old black
man, was killed by police
in the backyard of his
grandmother’s home. Ever
since then, protesters have
been using their platform
to bring awareness to his
death and the need for
accountability and unity.
Often when people are
born with the privilege of
access to social platforms

these platforms are never
removed. Those without this
privilege have to create ones
for themselves and must
continue to fight to keep it.
In a recent viral video,
an Andrews University
alumnus responded to the
protesters in the midst
of a vigil for the death of
Stephon Clark. The protest
had blocked a street the man
was driving on.
The alumnus, in the
video, is heard saying, “Do
you honestly expect that this
medium of protesting will
serve your purpose well? Do
you truly believe that yelling
and screaming and accusing
and blocking traffic—you’re
breaking laws in doing this.
When you act this way, it
devalues your argument and
I believe in your argument,
I agree it was a tragedy that
he [Stephon] died.”
This is not a discussion on
the content of the arguments.
Instead I simply want to
place the validation of these
varied perspectives under
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Sunrise Over the Archipelagos: Asian Culture Weekend

song and a prayer by Delaneira
Pangabbean (junior, theology),
former Religious VP.
The first-ever Indonesian
Culture
Night
(The
Archipelago) proved to be
a remarkable event that
showcased the beauty of
Indonesian culture through
diverse mediums of food,
dance, story, humor, video and
song. We hope to see another
colorful and momentous event
next year.
However, the very next
day, as the Indonesian vacation
ended, members of the
Andrews community and even
alumni of the Andrews Filipino
International
Association
(AFIA) were transported 1000
miles north (and about 60 years
back) to the island chain of the
Philippines for Nandito Ako, an
original musical by Bernadette

Flores (sophomore, biology)
and Jeremy Ahn (junior,
music). Nandito Ako (Tagalog
for “I am here”) is the tragic
love story of Tala (played by
Michelle Rae Sabangan, junior,
pre-physical therapy) and Akio
(played by Jacob Knowlton,
sophomore, pre-nursing), two
post-World War II schoolmates
who find themselves entrenched
in forbidden love. Tala, the
daughter of an unemployable
Filipino war veteran, against the
wishes of her close friends and
family, enters into a romance
with Akio, a Japanese student.
There is high tension between
Filipino natives and Japanese
residents of the Philippines
because, according to Tala’s
father
(Franc
Gonzalez,
sophomore, wellness), the
Japanese started the war and
invaded the country, killing
everyone close to his family,
including his wife. The plot
unravels the discourse of
racial tensions within Filipino
history.
AFIA showcased a glittering
production complete with a live
orchestra, moving props, light
and sound technicians as well
as a diverse ensemble of singing
“villagers” and Tinikling
(the national dance) dancers
featuring a significant number
of non-Filipino participants.
Cast members and directors
alike have expressed what
an emotional process it was
to organize and perform this
event. This heartfelt emotion
radiated into the audience who

was wrapped in attention and
responded with audible gasps
and visible tears as the plot
unfolded and the music played.
The Archipelago and
Nandito Ako gave the Andrews
community insight into the
culture and history of Indonesia
and the Philippines in a way
that was not only entertaining
from an outsider perspective,
but included everyone present
in the cultural experience. The
magnitude of the achievement
was succinctly worded by
Michael Nixon, Vice President
of Diversity at Andrews
University, who tweeted:
“It would be great if
those who wonder whether
celebrating our diversity leads
to segregation had showed
up to those celebrations. The
Archipelago & Nandito Ako
have been wonderful reminders
of how celebrating the beauty
of our diversity strengthens
our community. #Encouraged
#divinoAU
“I feel so much more
connected to and have so much
more of an appreciation for
Indonesian & Filipino culture
after this weekend. I will
continue encouraging all of the
members of our community
to engage and connect on a
deeper level with both their
own heritage as well as others.”

employee of Andrews, Nathan
Blosser who finished with a
time of 16 minutes 41 seconds.
The first to cross the finish
line for the women was Lisl
Muehlhauser having a time of
18 minutes 48 seconds. Shortly
behind her was Heather Jurek
(sophomore, nursing) with a
time of 20 minutes 37 seconds.
Securing the third place was
Laura Malcolm coming closely
behind having a time of 21
minutes 7 seconds.
Jurek said, “It was a great
experience, especially having
the competition so close. I
think that staying positive the
whole time allowed me to do
well and gave me an extra push
along the way.”
Many people may have had
the same philosophy, which
allowed them to cross the line

in a timely fashion.
The last participant finished
around a half hour after the
official start of the race. It
was a quick but entertaining
race. Each runner on the race
course pushed very hard to
reach the finish as they got near
the home stretch guided by
the cones. Enthusiasm flashed
in their faces, the strength in
their stride rapidly change as
runners closed in to finish the
race and making a statement.
Gideon Moyo (senior,
engineer) said, “I was really
impressed with the organization
of the run. This was the best run
I have participated in during
my four years here. The psych
club run coming up soon will
have a difficult job filling these
guys’ shoes but I am confident
they will do well too. I was also

happy to see how diverse this
run was because it shows that
many people are still active. ”
Indeed, both young and
old crowd runners attended.
Experience paid off, though:
the first place winner in both
groups were young adults who
had been running for a while.
Greg Zdor (senior, computer
science), one of the main
organizers, was very happy
with the turnout.
He said, “Each year
the run grows. This year
the organization and set
up improved just like the
number of employees. I am
truly grateful for the amount
of participation we had this
morning and hope that next
year will be just as good, if not
even better.”

Carlyle
Tagalog
Pulse Editor
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Michael-Anthony Lawrence
| The end of March and the
rising of the April sun firmly
marked a burst of Southeast
Asian influence on campus.
On Saturday, March 31,
2018, at 8:00 pm, members
of the Andrews community
stepped through the doors
of Newbold Auditorium and
found themselves transported
to the largest archipelago in the
world, in the equatorial seas of
Bali and Java, Indonesia. The
occasion was The Archipelago
hosted by the Andrews Society
of Indonesian Students (ASIS)
in celebration of the fifth
anniversary of their club. The
storyline of the event follows
the experience of a couple on
their honeymoon who end up
unwittingly in Indonesia. They
traveled on tour to the islands
of Maluku, Java, Kalimantan,

Sulawesi, Sumatra, and Bali.
The Michigan Indonesian
choir opened the performances
with “Ayo Mama,” a folk song
about the sordidness of kissing
among young couples who
obviously are not aware of the
Do’s and Don’ts of PDA. A
special feature of the evening
was the recognition of previous
officers who contributed to the
inception and growth of ASIS.
Lady Sinuhaji (senior, medical
lab science), president, made her
remarks of appreciation for the
service of past presidents. She
also shared video messages of
congratulations from Seventhday Adventist universities in
Indonesia. These messages
consisted of greetings and wellwishes from faculty leadership
as well as musical choral
tributes. The evening closed
with an Indonesian patriotic

Sun’s Out, Runs Out
Torian Hill | On Sunday,
April 8th, the Department
of Engineering hosted its
annual Solar 5k Run/Walk.
The activities began with the
packet pickup from 8:00 a.m.
to 9:45 am on the Andrews
University track. Here they
received their numbers, had the
rules explained and took care
of other preparation business.
Additionally, there was an
opportunity to sign up on-site
at 9:45 a.m for any last minute
hopefuls. Upon the entrance of
the race, the participants were
welcomed to lively music as
well as with fruits, snacks and
water. The clear sky and brisk
weather provide a perfect scene
for a good race. With a total of
about fifty-one participants, the
race resulted in a good amount
of competition for those trying

to win a $300.00 cash prize.
This award was divided into
a total of six prizes divided
between first, second, and third
between the male and female
categories: First place received
seventy-five dollars, second
place received fifty dollars, and
third place received twenty-five
dollars.
The race started with many
people running near each other
and then as it went on, the gaps
started opening up and runners
started to separate. The first six
finishers were men. 32-year-old
Justin Kowalski ran a time of
15 minutes 51 seconds, which
allowed him to take the overall
title and the men’s first-place
prize. In second place was Sean
Valentine finishing with an
impressive time of 16 minutes
5 seconds. In third place was an
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Following Andrews University’s Earth Week
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Name: Isabelle Hwang
Class Standing: Junior
Major: Biology
Interviewed by: Daniel Ronjak
I read that you and Irene
Hwang started the Trayless
Challenge. Could you briefly
explain it?
Last year we had the Trayless
Challenge—I was an AUSA
senator back then. I realized
that we were throwing a ton
of food away. I think it’s 2,650
pounds of food each week, and
that’s ridiculous. I looked into
how other universities deal with
that problem, and what they’ve

done is they remove trays. The
idea behind removing trays is
generally when students are
hungry, they take a lot of food and
can’t eat all of it. By removing
trays, students typically eat what
they take and do not throw away
as much.
What inspired Earth Week?
I got a lot of positive feedback
from the Trayless Challenge last
year. We also don’t have recycling
on campus. The combination of
that, the club Biophilia and also
I’m taking a class right now called
Historical and Philosophical
Biology, and one of the things we

were talking about is how human
actions have created a new epoch
called the Anthropocene. It’s
where humans are considered the
strongest geological force that’s
shaping the world today.

issues. Ultimately, we want to
change student behavior. It’s
an awareness campaign to help
people be more aware of the
issues we have and what we can
do to address them.

How much money was raised
for the Natural Resource
Defence Council during this
week?
We raised $170 for the NRDC
fundraiser.

Did you see a lot of students
talking about environmental
issues or being conscious about
environmental issues during
Earth Week?
I did see a number of students
generally talking. We had a
Tuesday Choice by Dr. Gonzalez
that sparked a lot of talk about
what we can do and why we
should care. We also had an
invasive species walk to educate
students about invasive species
around us. I think the talk by
Dr. Gonzalez and the invasive
species walk resulted in the most
awareness.

How much food was saved
because of the Trayless
Challenge?
It’s a sore topic because the
truth is I don’t have data for it.
The cafeteria dishwasher broke,
so instead of having students
put food on regular plates, they
put food on paper plates. Since
paper plates were used, the plates
and food were all thrown away
together, so I was not able to
collect data for this challenge. I
was hoping to compare last year
to this year to see behavioral
changes of students.
Did
Andrews
experience
an increase in the materials
recycled due to Earth Week? If
so, how much was recycled?
We did collect 42 pounds of paper
waste and 31 aluminum cans in
our recycling hubs.
In your opinion, what has been
the greatest impact brought by
Earth Week?
I think ultimately it’s awareness—
even the fact that you’re talking to
me right now about environmental

Do you think Earth Week was
successful?
I think it was successful in that
it brought more awareness to
the community. Hopefully it
will spark self-reflection to see
how we can change. There are
definitely things to improve for
next year. I have plans.
What
is
the
biggest
environmental change you
would like to see at Andrews
University? Recycling. That
one’s a no-brainer. I hope to see
recycling here before I graduate.

the service GALA. If AUSA
could somehow incorporate Earth
Week and make it a permanent
event, that would be great. I’m
not sure how it is going to happen
next year, mostly because I’m not
sure if I’ll be coming back.
If you are not in charge next
year, are you encouraging
others to take over?
Definitely. My fear is that I’m
going to leave this university,
and it’s going to die. That’s my
nightmare.
What kind of advice would you
give to someone wanting to take
charge of the next Earth Week?
Contact me! I will tell you the
people you need to talk with to
make it happen. Half of planning
Earth Week is talking to people
who are above you like, for
example, Chef Daniels of Bon
Appétit and the deans on campus.
The other half is gathering
manpower. There’s no way you
can do it by yourself. You need to
find other people.
Do you have any parting words
or advice you would like to give
Andrews?
We should do something about
the earth. Fundamentally, God
has given us responsibilities—for
ourselves, for our bodies. This is
our home. I don’t think it’s fair to
turn a blind eye to these issues.

Are there any plans for future
Earth Weeks?
AUSA has an event every year:

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen
Daniel Self | From the
opening moments, basketball
intramural game of Thursday,
April 5, showed many amusing
contrasts.
Coordinating
their warm-up drills, the
Gentlemen’s snazzy layup lines
and practice plays seemed as
though taken directly from last
night’s NBA game. Wolf Floc,
their opposition tonight, are
made up of current Andrews
students and alumni. Across
the gym, they meander and chat
with little interest in pointless
preparation. They’ve done this
dance many times before.
However,
even
the most critical fan would
struggle to find fault in
Wolf Floc’s strategy as the
game began. It seemed that
before the Gentlemen had

even finished their last drill,
they were already down by
eighteen points. Donning a
clean pair of white Kyrie 3s, a
community streetballer know
as Jacob Wilkinson (graduate,
masters of divinity) led the
attack, scoring a lightning
quick fifteen points of his own
before the halfway point. The
Gentlemen, gaining a sense of
urgency, attempted to respond
back with threes of their
own. However, Wolf Floc’s
defensive team effort made
The Gentlemen take a variety
of tough, contested shots.
Slowly, after the initial barrage
subsided, Wolf Floc formed
a substantial lead through
physical defense and unselfish
passes. In this way, the game
seemed all but decided at the

midpoint of the first half, as
they were ahead 23 - 4. To
only make the circumstances
more dire, the Gentlemen’s
top point guard, Solomon
Kim (freshmen, computer
science) left the game early
due to injury. Despite these
unfortunate circumstances, the
Gentlemen slowly clawed back
until half-time, then only down
27 - 12.
As the second half
began, the arena air started to
shift in favor of the Gentlemen.
It began with an uptick in
defense, as both forward Austin
Rodgers (junior, accounting
and finance) and Travis Calhoun
(sophomore,
engineering)
made timely blocks to prevent
easy buckets. This increase
in defensive pressure created

transition points, and slowly,
an intriguing game manifested
itself from the previously
assumed blowout. However,
after he appeared dormant near
the end of the first half, Wolf
Floc’s star guard Wilkinson
reemerged. With the score
tightening up, his killer instinct
took over amid scoring a gamehigh 18 points.
Sitting courtside, I
overheard Wilkinson tell his
teammate, “the next one’s
already in the bucket”. And
then, almost prophetically,
he dribbled the ball down
court and promptly drilled a
dagger three in the face of his
defender. However, as the game
reached the final five minutes,
the Gentlemen suddenly seized
back momentum. As Old and

Slow saw their small bench
rotate through, they began to
live up to their name of slow.
As their opponents pushed
the pace, they watched their
lead quickly diminish, as the
Gentlemen went on a 12-0
run to enter the final minute
of play. However, despite
their miscues, God rested
those merry gentlemen, and
reminded them to only dismay
their rival Wilkinson. Final
Score: 38-35 Wolf Floc.
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A Sit-Down With Your Asian Representatives

Adriana
Santana
Humans Editor
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Interviewed
Arner

by

Rachel

Do you feel like your
culture is represented?
Since ASIS is still a relatively
Andrews
Society new club compared to some
Indonesian
Students of the other ethnic clubs on
(ASIS) President - Lady campus (we just reached our
Christy
fifth year anniversary this
school year!), we are still
What’s your favorite thing working on making sure our
about your culture?
culture is represented. I feel
My favorite thing about the like our recent cultural night
Indonesian culture is that event was a step in the right
there is so much diversity! direction.
In the Michigan Indonesian
community alone, we have Are there any stereotypes
multiple tribes represented you face?
that all bring something to I can’t really think of any.
the table!
What are some future
Why do you think having goals/events/ideas
you
these clubs on campus are want to achieve/facilitate
important?
as a club?
I think having ethnic clubs The most immediate long
on campus is important for term goal we’re trying to
both Indonesian and non- achieve is to become a part
Indonesian students. It’s of PERMIAS, a nationwide
important for the Indonesian Indonesian
student
students so we have a place organization
on
many
of belonging, don’t forget campuses in the United
our roots and are involved States. We also want to create
with people who become a stronger bridge between
family and who will always the Indonesians attending
have your back! The Andrews University and
Indonesian community to the Indonesians in the
me is like home away from community. Maybe we’ll
home. It’s also important have more cultural nights
for non-Indonesian students as well since the cultural
because it’s a learning night we had on the 31st of
experience! Learning about March was a success, but
a culture that isn’t your own everything is up to next
really opens your eyes to year’s officers!
how unique but still similar
different groups are!
Andrews
Filipino
International Association

(AFIA)
President
Michelle Sabangan

-

clubs give students an
opportunity to learn more
about other cultures through
What’s your favorite thing food, dance, music and other
about your culture?
activities. Filipino Culture
There are a lot of things that Night
and
Indonesian
I love about Filipino culture. Culture Night this year were
The food, the people, the both great examples of this
music, and of course the and I think showing off the
familial aspect of this diversity of the campus just
culture. I didn’t grow up makes us stronger and better
surrounded by Filipinos all as a school.
the time and honestly, the
most Filipino I have ever Do you feel like your
felt has been here with the culture is represented?
Filipino group at Andrews I feel like my culture, the
University. I have learned so Filipino Culture, is well
much about the Philippines represented here at Andrews
and Filipino culture while and a big part of that is
hanging out with my Filipino because of AFIA. This club
friends and being a part has allowed the Filipino
of AFIA for the past three community to share its food,
years. I would have to say music, dance and talent with
that my favorite thing about the AU campus. I know that
Filipino culture is how the some other colleges aren’t
food and the family aspect able to have a Filipino club
can bring all types of people and so I am really grateful
together, both Filipino and for AFIA and for all the
non-Filipino.
people who continue to love
and support it. To me, AFIA
Why do you think having became more than just my
these clubs on campus are club, it is my family.
important?
Having cultural clubs on Are there any stereotypes
campus
are
important you face?
because it allows people to Some of the stereotypes
get to know their own culture that I face as a Filipinoeven better. Personally, American come from both
I learned so much more Filipinos and non-Filipinos.
about my Filipino heritage Non-Filipinos/Americans
and
culture
through sometimes assume that
the
Andrews
Filipino I grew up eating mainly
International Association Filipino food, that I am only
(AFIA). Furthermore, these in the medical field because

my parents forced me to, that
I speak one of the dialects
or that I’m always going to
be late because of “Filipino
time”. On the other hand,
Filipinos sometimes assume
that because I don’t speak
Tagalog or because I haven’t
been to the Philippines
that I have become too
“Americanized”and that I
don’t appreciate my culture
as much as those who
speak a Filipino dialect or
those who were born in the
Philippines. While some
stereotypes (like Filipinos
loving karaoke, food and
taking pictures) are true
about me, I think that just
because I don’t fit certain
stereotypes, it doesn’t make
me any less or more Filipino.
What are some future
goals/events/ideas
you
want to achieve/facilitate
as a club?
In regards to the future
of AFIA, I believe that
the club is in good hands.
Here is a quote from next
year’s AFIA President,
Josh
Knowlton:
“This
upcoming year’s theme for
AFIA is Bayanihan, which
incorporates the meaning
of community and working
together towards a common
goal. As a club, we would
like to continue the aspect of
belonging and incorporate
this upcoming year’s theme
into many of the programs
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and events of the future. As
AFIA continues to serve the
students and community
of AU, our hope is that we
might be able to show what
the Filipino culture has
to offer by bettering our
campus as a whole.”
Korean
American
Student
Association
(KASA) President - Julie
Kim
What’s your favorite
thing about your culture?
Korean food. It’s all so
good. I love spicy food
and a lot of Korean food is
spicy but there’s something
for everyone. If you go to
a Korean restaurant, after
you order a meal they give
you variety of side dishes
called
“banchan”—it’s
all free and they refill it
for free. So if you haven’t
visited a Korean restaurant
yet, I highly recommend
you do so!
Why do you think having
these clubs on campus are

important?
They are important because
they allow us to share our
culture with other people,
whether through food,
banquets or vespers. It’s
also important to connect
with your own culture in
the campus that is away
from home. By doing that,
you get to learn more about
your culture and meet other
people that you might share
the same values.
Do you feel like your
culture is represented?
I would say Korean culture
is well represented through
our club. We officers try our
best to reach all Andrews
University students about
Korean culture.
Are there any stereotypes
you face?
I don’t think there are any
stereotypes that I face.
What are some future goals/
events/ideas you want to
achieve/facilitate as a club?
I wish we had more cultural

events for KASA this year.
We did have a few events
but I wish we had more that
showed traditional Korean
culture. I hope KASA
can grow more next year
and have our own cultural
night. I also wish we had
more events with other
cultural clubs. We’ve had
banquet with ASIS for two
years now and it always
turns out great. It’s also a
nice opportunity to learn
more about another culture.
South Asian Student
Association
(SASA)
Member - Ravi Swamidass
What’s your favorite
thing about your culture?
My favorite thing about
my culture is the sense of
community. I believe that
an essential part of our
culture is the idea that we
are all brothers and sisters
and that we look out for
each other like a family.
Why do you think having
these clubs on campus are
important?

These clubs are important
because it allows people/
students to get an insider’s
perspective of cultures that
they would otherwise not
know much about. Also, for
those who are a part of the
culture themselves, they
can find that they are not
alone on this campus and
that they have people that
share the same customs and/
or values as them. Clubs
also break stereotypes. For
people who don’t know
much about a certain
culture, it shows them that
there is much more to a
culture than what they first
realized.
Do you feel like your
culture is represented?
I feel like my culture is
not really represented.
Mainly because a lot of the
Southern Asians on campus
don’t have a willingness to
represent their own culture
even when they know there
is a club that represents
them.

Are there any stereotypes
you face?
The stereotypes that our
culture faced is that we are
all just Indians and that
we eat curry and that is
all there is to it. In reality,
our culture is much more
complex. The people who
make up South Asia are
much more ethnically
diverse and colorful.
What are some future
goals/events/ideas
you
want to achieve/facilitate
as a club?
We would like to have a
South Asian banquet, we
would like to collaborate
with more cultural clubs,
and host a lot of cultural
events so that we can show
people we aren’t just an
“Indian” club

Being a Black Woman in a Eurocentric World
spaces of higher education
were created specifically
to keep people of color
out. They are ivory towers
because not everyone gets
access to the tower.
I am fortunate to be one of
the privileged few who have
been given the opportunity
to walk the halls of the ivory
tower that is the Seventhday Adventist Theological
Seminary. As an AfricanAmerican woman I am
doubly a minority in this
space because only about
25% of Seminarians are
women and the percentage of
African-Americans is even
lower. So, sitting in classes
and walking the hallways, I
am acutely aware of the fact
that I am “other.”
When I look at the syllabi
each semester and see that
Danielle
Barnard us. Being a person of color none of the books are written
|
The challenges of in an “ivory tower” you are by women or people of color,
graduate education for reminded daily that this I wonder if my professors
minority students are not space was not created with believe that no one other
unbeknownst to most of you in mind. Actually, these than white American and
PHOTO PROVIDED BY INTERVIEWEE

white European males
have contributed to the
fields of biblical studies,
theology, practical theology
and ethics. When I sit
in Seminary Chapel and
realize that there is only
one chapel service each
year dedicated to celebrate
Black History Month or
intentionally represent black
worship, I wonder if the way
I worship is “too much”
to be shared with other
Christians. When male
pronouns are consistently
used in classrooms when
referencing
pastors,
I
remember that there are still
many in this denomination
who believe I shouldn’t even
be in the seminary. If I am
completely honest, there are
times when I feel invisible
in the seminary. I often feel
out of place, and if I wasn’t
absolutely certain that I was
right where God wanted me
to be in my journey, I would
have left already.
But I also feel that my
experience as a black woman

is enriching. I believe that
each environment we are
placed in for any part of our
journey is not ultimately
about the space, but about
the experience. Me being
in the seminary is not about
the seminary, but it is about
the experience I will craft
for myself while here. I can
sum up how I feel about
being a black woman in the
Seminary as such: I am in
this space, it might not be
ideal, but what am I going
to do about it? What mark
will I leave on this, my ivory
tower?

Scott E. Moncrieff
Faculty Advisor
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The Evolution of Elitism in Nerd Culture
Kelly Lorenz
Arts &
Entertainment Editor
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Natalie Hwang | “Directed
by Steven Spielberg” always
seems like a fairly promising
way to start a review, but
not today. Released March
29, 2018, Ready Player One
ostensibly discusses the
issues of net neutrality and
the future of virtual reality
through the tired plot of
a white male protagonist
doing
almost
nothing
of importance, yet still
manages to save the day and
reap some kind of significant
reward. Wade Watts (Tye
Sheridan), a teenager living
in 2045, who—alongside
almost all of humanity—
essentially lives inside a
virtual reality world called
the OASIS. Wade discovers
clues to a game the creator
of the OASIS hid inside
the world, a competition in
which players have to find a
hidden egg based off clues
masquerading as homage
sequences to various movies
and references to ’80s pop
culture.
The winner gains
complete ownership of the
virtual reality and some
petty cash, but the future
of the OASIS is threatened
by contract-hunters headed
by the CEO of a competing
organization planning to
destroy net neutrality in
the OASIS, Nolan Sorrento
(Ben Mendelsohn). Wade
teams up with other
players participating in
the game (termed gunters

as a combination of “egg”
and “hunters”), who ally
together in order to find the
egg in the OASIS before
Sorrento. Naturally, the
other gunters are sidelined
by Wade’s quick wit and a
series of Wade-benefitting
dei ex machina which
somehow pass for character
development.
The real discussion
in Ready Player One is
found in the pervasive
and underlying toxicity of
white male nerd culture
as found in the movie, as
well as the book. Based on
a novel of the same name
written by Ernest Cline, the
movie did little to enrich or
supplement its predecessor.
When published in 2011,
the book was generally well
received, as readers were
willing to look past Cline’s
weaknesses as a writer in
exchange for the ‘80s nerd
culture nostalgia. While
people enjoyed the book at
first, the writing was never
considered good. It was
mostly a neverending list of
references to things people
generally
cared
about
and Wade showboating
his knowledge of said
references. In fact, Cline’s
original novel, published in
2011, reveals the author’s
blatant tokenism of people of
color throughout the entire
book. Cline includes two
Japanese characters named
Daito
(Win
Morisaki)

and Shoto, renamed Sho
(Philip Zhao) in the movie,
because the two Japanese
words
reference
large
and small swords used by
samurai. Cline wrote the
screenplay alongside Zak
Penn, but the two writers
changed virtually nothing
problematic
about
the
original text. Daito and
Sho’s dialogue, comparable
to dialogue in Ready
Player One’s intellectual
counterpart, Pixels (2015),
sounded how people who
have never spoken a second
language think people
speaking a second language
sound like. In the film, Daito
and Sho play as a samurai
and ninja in the OASIS,
and their presence does not
further the plot.
In addition, the character
of Aech (Lena Waithe) plays
a hulking male avatar in the
OASIS, but is in reality (a
tenuous phrase to use when
discussing this movie) a
black female. In the book,
Aech is also gay, but this
point remains unclear in
the movie. The mishandling
of this particular character
shows the movie’s loss of
huge potential to make a
valuable commentary on
female gamers, people of
color and the LGBTQ+
community; however, this
is fair insofar as Cline did
not provide commentary
in his novel either. The
book’s clumsy handling of

race relations and gender
as they pertain to gaming
translated poorly to screen,
and only proves how little
the author (and director/
producers/screenwriters)
really understands of race
or the lived experiences
of female gamers—many
of whom adopt the same
anonymity simply to avoid
sexual harassment while
playing
video
games.
The film’s watered-down
version of inclusion reduces
the significance of Aech’s
character as portrayed in
the book, which was also
skirted around. The only
difference between the
book and movie in this
regard was that Movie Wade
respects Aech’s pronouns
once he finds out that she is
a woman, while Book Wade
reverts back to using “he/
him” because apparently
the sudden realization that
his internet best friend is
a woman was too much to
process.
Even white females were
not much better off than
people of color in Ready
Player One. Wade’s love
interest, Art3mis (Olivia
Cooke), whose name is
spelled that way throughout
the entire book, hesitates to
engage with Wade at first
because he is, well, a stalker.
Well-known in the OASIS
for being a gunter, Art3mis
also pursues the egg but is
just not smart enough to find

it and instead is relegated
to simply supporting Wade
in his endeavors. While she
repeatedly expresses her
disinterest in dating Wade
or even communicating
with him, he ignores her and
in the end, somehow wins
her over. Even in regard
to Art3mis’s appearance,
Ready Player One falls
sorely short. She is described
to be facially disfigured with
a port-wine stain, something
withholding
her
from
feeling attractive or worthy
of Wade’s attention in the
novel (which is bad enough);
however, the film renders
this
admittedly
weird
and nonsensical aspect
of Art3mis’s character
functionally negligible. She
is not allowed to be ugly.
In a world past Gamergate
and meaningless inclusion,
Ready Player One does
not fit the audience it now
faces—rather, it shouldn’t.
Despite the many issues
plaguing the film, it beat
the prediction for its global
opening, $170 million, by
$11.2 million, and while the
movie was marginally better
than the book, I would not
suggest investing time in
either of them. It would have
been better if Spielberg,
Penn and Cline had not
included any characters
of color or women in their
clumsy adaptation of an
arguably more ignorant
novel rather than including
persons of color and
women only as tokens and
stereotypes, twisting what
little they understand of
how race and gender operate
within American social
structures, and ultimately
producing a film pandering
desperately with outdated
pop culture references, to an
audience that can find its 80s
nostalgia elsewhere.
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A Wandering Spirit: African Wax Prints
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David Dunham | Every few
months, the Krasl Art Center
in St. Joseph brings a new
display to their facilities,
and every single new display
is wonderful. This free art
center promotes exploring
new ideas of art, and brings
a diverse catalog to their

gallery time after time.
From now until June 17, the
Krasl presents “Wandering
Spirit: African Wax Prints.”
The gallery presents very
colorful wax-relief prints,
known as batiks, and gives
an elaborate history on the
origin of these beautiful

designs and their eventual
popularity in Africa.
These batiks come in
many designs, with many
more that weren’t on display.
The gallery sets them in
rows of three, deciding
which colors accentuate
their neighbors, and so on,
until the wall is filled with
every color imaginable. The
designs range from letters
and numbers to chickens
and handbags. Regardless
of the design, they all have
a very fashionable quality.
Apart from the displays
on the wall, the gallery
also has a few mannequins
that exemplify how batiks
are worn, and allow a
wrap-around view of the
intricacies of just one of the
prints.
Not only are the
designs beautiful, but they
are also intertwined with
symbolism. The Krasl
brochure discusses one of
the batiks, entitled “The
King’s Chair.” It reads, “The

King’s Chair is a symbol
of wealth. The circles of
primary colors resemble
seats or thrones. It is often
one of the gifts given to the
bride by her birth family as
she transitions to her new
family.” In another batik,
the display of a bird “is a
symbol of good fortune…”
Each message is different
from the next, but they all
present a positive attitude
towards both family and
wealth.
Alongside the illustrious
designs, the Krasl presents
the history of batik printing,
which originated in China,
and was eventually imported
to Java. From there, Dutch
traders saw the idea, and
began making their own
copies. These patterns made
their way into Africa, and
spread across the continent.
They are now considered a
staple of African art. If you
want more information on
batik, the employees at the
Krasl are available to share

more in-depth knowledge
with their visitors.
The batiks evoke a
certain style of beauty that
we seldom see in Western
culture. Current fashions
dictate either being very
dull and plain, or standing
out by wearing completely
outlandish and cumbersome
clothes. Batiks are able to
combine the two, where one
is able to express themselves
by wearing a pattern that
they have chosen, while also
providing a sleek and stylish
garment. These patterns
are very internationally
designed, and each one
brings a certain attitude of
beauty that many “modern”
clothes seem to omit. This
gallery will be on display
until the end of the semester
and beyond, so I highly
recommend that you go see
the exquisite display at the
Krasl.

the role of Anna Maurrant
excellently. She is a strong
vocalist and performed with
resonating tones in her solo,
“Somehow I Never Could
Believe,” which portrays
her positive outlook on
life, despite her hopeless
situation.
Johnny Boehlefeld,
a baritone for the South
Bend Lyric Opera did a
great representation of
Frank Maurrant. He had
strong vocals, excellent
stage presence, and a long
ponytail that added to the
nefarious depiction of his
character.
The charming Rose
Maurrant was wonderfully
portrayed by Annelise
Burghardt
(sophomore,
psychology). Her notes were
smooth and soaring as she
sang the sweet song “What
Good Would The Moon
Be?” while wrestling with
her love life.
David Ortiz (alumnus),
who played Sam Kaplan,
had good stage presence and
is a strong vocalist. His solo,
“Lonely House”, held deep
tones and was very moving.
The main gossipers,
played
by
Vivian
Raimundo
(sophomore,
music education), Megan
Mocca (graduate assistant

conductor),
and
Katia
Nikolaus (first year, Master
of Music Education), were
phenomenal. They had
fantastic stage dynamics,
understandable
speaking
lines and clear vocals.
Unfortunately, during
the most intense scene,
when Anna gets shot by her
husband, the audience felt
it was slightly comedic and
laughter rippled through the
crowd. This was definitely
not the desired response.
Perhaps it felt too jarring
in comparison with the
way the earlier, more
humorous portions of the
play had been depicted.
Still, this impressive feat of
collaboration between the
Department of Music and
the broader community,
Street Scene brought the
Symphony
Orchestra,
Singer Actor Workshop
students, child actors and
even Michael Nixon (Vice
President for Diversity and
Inclusion), playing Henry
Davis, together in a highly
practiced production.

To The Streets of New York

Sarah
Mackintosh
|
Saturday evening found
scores of people migrating
over to the Howard
Performing Arts Center to
see the Music Department’s
rendition of the American
opera Street Scene. Created
by Kurt Weill, the show
has won a Pulitzer Prize
and a Broadway Tony. The
performance was directed
by Charles Reid (Associate
Professor of Voice) and the
orchestra was conducted by
Claudio Gonzalez (Professor
of Music).
Street Scene is
a tragic story set in 1946.
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The opera portrays the east
side of Manhattan as host to
several families who pass
time gossiping about their
neighbors. Frank Maurrant
(Johnny Boehlefeld) is the
harsh, often drunk husband
of warm Anna Maurrant
(Katharina
Burghardt).
Their
daughter,
Rose
(Annelise Burghardt), works
in real estate and has many
admirers. One of them,
Sam Kaplan (David Ortiz),
lives in the same apartment
complex. He hears all of
the gossip and seeks to
stop it as much as possible.
Rose considers him her best

friend. The phrase “friend
zone” flittered through the
audience during several of
their scenes together. The
storyline takes a dramatic
turn as the supposed affair
of Mrs. Maurrant with
milkman
Mr.
Sankey
(Israel Galla) comes to the
forefront. Mr. Maurrant
catches them together and
shoots both on the spot.
The results are chaotic, and
Rose decides she must move
away. Sam passionately
declares his love for her and
desire to go with her, but
is turned down. As Rose
goes to kiss Sam goodbye,
he pushes her away and
runs into the house. The
opera ends with the families
resuming some gossip and a
reprise of the first song, the
bluesy/jazzy “Ain’t it awful,
the heat?”, and the feeling of
many strings left dangling.
The orchestra was
phenomenal throughout the
entire show. With its power,
however, the words of softer
vocalists were inaudible at
times. Fortunately, a small
prompter showed the lyrics
so one could read along
if desired. The set was
well crafted and created a
believable backdrop.
Katharina Burghardt
(senior, music education) fit
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Late Nights and Bared Bones

Andrei Wayne Kyrk
Defino
Editor-in-Chief

3:30 a.m. — our hands
lay stretched out on the
table, showing 10 opportunities to learn
something hidden and
unknown about each
other. We stared at each
other across the table
in silent understanding
that what would be said
in these next few hours
would never be uttered to
another soul again. We
were comrades bound in
secrecy and our shared
experiences of past
should-nots and hushed
exploits.
In a game where
every turn is a loss and
questions turn stranger
and deeper as time progresses, no one will ever
win. Combine that with
late night shenanigans, a
group of acquaintances,
and a forced shared living arrangement, you’ll
find a level of vulnerability and a sense of
camaraderie that comes
with the exposure. Basically, don’t play Never
Have I Ever if you want
to maintain your dignity
and image.
And here’s the
strange thing about this
game: reciprocal vulnerability—we’re forced to
share intimate details
about our life. Yet playing the game feels different than it did when
we were kids. We’ve
matured, grown and done
so many more things
than our adolescent
minds could imagine.
Still, sitting in that circle
brought back memories
of childhood sleepovers
and amateur antics, back
to friends we thought
we’d keep forever, whose

secrets we promised we
would take to the grave,
back to moments and
people we laughed with,
cried with and truly
bonded with. We form
our deepest connections
by being vulnerable.
Friendships feel stronger
when people can be honest with each other. But
what happens when this
is required? Are these
momentary vignettes
into each other’s lives
really worthwhile solid
connections?
4:00 a.m. — I’m 15
fingers down and clearly
ahead of my companions. A shocker. I always
thought I lived a rather
quiet and unassuming
lifestyle in comparison
to the peers around me,
so imagine my surprise
when my fingers continued to drop. I’ve exposed
myself to a group of people I don’t really know
(save one) and yet I feel
secure in knowing we all
now hold a piece of each
other’s lives in our hands.
But then I wonder, would
we have really become
friends if we never revealed parts of the secret
lives we live?
A friend once asked
me to teach him how to
be authentic and it caught
me off guard—because
I’m not authentic, or at
least I don’t think I am.
I’m just tired. Growing up, I always thought
in order for people to
like me I had to sacrifice many parts of me to
make sure others were
happy. I hid under a consistent facade of fake
smiles, subdued opinions and a good repu-

tation. After a while, I
realized no one liked me
any better for being a
rug to walk on. No one
likes passivity. And no
one likes someone who
is consistently passive
aggressive. So I began
to crave consistency and
authenticity. I wanted it
so much that I did a full
175°, because I wasn’t going to do a full 180° just
yet. But I changed. I became more open, willing
to share my stories, my
opinions and my deeply
dark and intense thoughts
with anyone who would
listen and anyone who
didn’t want to because I
was tired of caring.
But then one time I
overshared. And then I
was hurt. Broken. Jaded.
And I thought I could
never come back from
it. So I built up walls
again because I realized
putting my heart out on
my sleeve meant that so
many other people could
rip it out. I was done and
I swore I would never tell
another soul anything
about myself again. It
would be better that way.
In the greatest turn
of events, however, I became an English major,
emphasizing in writing
no less. I found myself
in a major that required
me to share my inner
turmoils and thoughts
in written form, to be
critiqued, analyzed, and
graded. So I delved deep,
picked and chose which
moments in my life I
thought mattered enough
to write on paper. For
four years, I honed in on
this skill mostly because
being an English major

keeps you in your head
quite often. But then I
found myself in a zone—
a space where the words I
wrote weren’t just words.
It was like my soul bled
out on ink and the digital
screen.
Then I learned that
there came a wonderful thing with sharing
stories: you have all the
power when its yours.
You pick who you share it
with. You pick how much
you divulge. You can still
be real because you don’t
have to tell everyone or
anyone everything to be
authentic.
5:00 a.m. — I’m 25
fingers down and our last
friend finally drops her
tenth finger. The game
ends and we now see
each other in a different
light. We appreciate each
other. We know each
other. We understand
each other. We bonded.
And the stories we shared
were amazing, fun and
exhilarating. I wish I
could tell you more, but
that’s our experience
and “what happens at
band camp, stays at band
camp.”
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